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CLIENT ADVISORY LETTER 2005-05
September 28, 2005
RE:  NRC Oil Spill Response Resources in the Gulf of Mexico 
In the Aftermath of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita
Dear Client:

We write to provide you with up to date information about the status of spill response resources in the Gulf of Mexico (GOM) in the aftermath of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.  Most importantly, NRC is currently and has always been ready to respond to your needs.  Prior to the hurricanes, we took action to ensure that our spill response equipment would be available as soon as the storms cleared by either moving our equipment out of harms way or repositioning surplus back-up equipment from other regions. 


Nevertheless, a situation did develop where the dedicated resources NRC traditionally uses to cover offshore Average Most Probable Discharge (AMPD) requirements were actively being used to respond to oils spills caused by the hurricanes.  As a result, NRC utilized its Marine Resource Network to locate an appropriate vessel of opportunity.  This vessel was outfitted with NRC boom, skimmer and temporary storage and positioned where it could meet the AMPD time frames for both the Galveston and Sabine Lightering zones.


Unfortunately, it appears that many in the industry, including the USCG, were not aware of these facts.  Further, there may be other OSROs that were not able to provide AMPD coverage.  As a result, the USCG issued a notice advising the industry that if the contracted AMPD provider listed in the Vessel Response Plan (VRP) was not available to provide AMPD coverage, the VRP holder should advise the USCG of an alternate contracted AMPD provider and the USCG would issue a waiver to use the alternative provider rather than the one named in the VRP.


As stated, NRC can provide AMPD coverage in the GOM and since we are the contracted OSRO listed in your VRP, there is no need for you to request a waiver.  We do, however, request that you provide us with our usual AMPD request form with at least 24 hours notice.  We will in turn issue you our standard AMPD coverage confirmation.  


We trust that this information satisfactorily explains the current situation in the Gulf of Mexico with respect to lightering and AMPD coverage


I also want to take this opportunity to thank NRC personnel who stayed to man critical operations in the GOM during these dangerous storms.  Fortunately, all of our personnel and their families remained safe during the hurricanes and, while some NRC and SEACOR offices were evacuated, there was little disruption to our operations.  Like so many following these recent events, our thoughts and prayers are with the many that were affected by this unprecedented event.   


Please contact me if you have any additional questions.

Best regards, 
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Steven A. Candito

President
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